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ie A source in Madrid hae related from memory the centants of four letters 
sealing with a proposal to arrange for the importation and sale of Argentine 
frozen meat in Spaing Itely and Switgerlands Two of ths lettera are from 
Ee Bidegain Prieto of Zi-S Calle de Alosia, Madrid, end addressed to a group 
of frozen west importers at Auxiaa March 68, Barcalonas The other tyro are 
replies from thie group to Bidegain. 


&s According to the first letter, dated § Desember 1946, Bidegain hes been 
approached by some Argentine persons with sound fPinanciel backing to arrenge 
for the sale of large quantities of frozen meat in Spain, Italy and Switzerlande 
instead of making arrangements on his om, Bidegain wrote to the Barcelous 
group, since, according to a note pencilled om the letter, only this group 
is authorised by the Spenish Government to import Argentine frozen moate A 
reply from the group wee received by Bidegain requesting that he set a date 
for & uooting with its mmbers in Barcelonas 


So The second letter from Biderain to the croup included a sopy of the offer 
from the Argentine, which was dated 17 Necember 1946 and signed by Memmarts 
snd Faye Souree believed these nemes te be assumeda Source relates fron 
manory the following points of the proposal: 


&e A combine is to be formed in Spein for the purchase of meat for consumption 
throughout Continental Europe. 


be A combine is to be formed in Argentina to purchasagthis meet.» As there 
is already a comittee which is charged with the 4 sposal of Argontine 
meat, it should be relatively exsy to obtein legal authorization for the 
combine crgenizatione A. brother of thy Madrid intermediary, Biderain, 
is ob the Argeating wuuwitice ond will furnish the names e* its r-~bers 
whan neccssarys 


_Go These tere combines are to be united in an international group to be known 
ag the Consoroio Hispano-Argentine de Carnes, with Bidegain as the 
intermediary between the Arrentins combine and the Spanich one, since 
he is trueted by the Argentine groupe A dg@legate ia to be sent from the 
Spanish combine to Buenos Airea to arranga for receiving the meat, and 
So psss on its quantity aad quality. : 


de As the Spanish CGovernsent does not have sufficient foreign exchange to pay 
for the allotment of 20.0600 tone assigned to it for 1947, funda must be 
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acquired for payment in Argentine moneye Therefore it would be convenient 
to bring in as members of the combine the Zanco Nispano Americano, the 
Ranco Bilbao, or ee such organization possessing sufficient 


funds to cover the paymontse 


@e information is requested on the component morbers of the Spanish combine, 
their monetary resources, both collective anc individual. The Argentine 
combine reserves the right to withhold consent on the participation of 
persons whom it does not consider suitable. A reciprocal privilege will 
he extended to the Spanish combine in refcrence to the Armentine ones 


fe. After the Spanish combine is formed and its members approved, the 
lirector of the Sanco Central Argentino will guarantee all the members 
of the Argentine combine, and that bank will be responsible to the 
Spanish combine for all credit operations that may be uncerteene 


me The quantities of arrentine meat of all varieties available for disposal 
is estizated at 400,000 tons for the first year, with a possibility of 
an increase up to 800,000 tonse If the fisure is increased to 800,000 
tons, the quota of some other country will have to be revisede 


he Shipments arc to made in installnents of 8,000 tonse 


io As Spain does not posseas any pert with sufficient (refrireration) 
capacity for the quantity involved, the shipments are to be divided 
emong several ports wntil installations can be constructed. 


je The Spanish combine is to ensure thai in every port where merchandise 
is unloaded, there are sufficient refricerated freight cars aud trucks 
for handling ite 


40 ‘The reply by the rroup.to Ee Sicegain, dated 21 iecenber 1946, indicates 
acceptance of the proposal in principles ‘the letter states that at the 
next meeting of the sroup a comrittee will be appointed to moet UVicegain in 
ladrid to obtein more Cetailed information from hime 
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